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Queft. 1. J Hy do the Evangelifts deduce the 


/ Genealogy of our S.zviour by the line 
of Jofeph, and mor by that of Ma- 
ry, fince he receiv'd not bis Humanity by his reputed Father 
Jofeph, but from the Blefj2d Virgin Mary, bis Motiver 2 
An{w. There is a Suppofition in this Queftion, which 
includes another ; ———for many, or moft Commentators 
believe, that one of che Evangelifts draws the Genea- 
logy by Fojeph, the other by Mary: However, we are 
hereby almoft neceflarily led to the Difquifition of that 
very dithculr Queftion, which may be almoft call‘d, 
Crux Theolozorum, concerning the difference between the 
rwo Evangelifts, St. Matthew, and Sc. Luke in this mat- 
ter, having alfo long fince receiv'd it trom another 
Hand. We muft confefs we can’t be of the fame mind 
with a late famous Writer, as to the Interpretation of 
that Scripture, Who fhall declare his Generation ? Which 
he thinks relates to the difficulties in his Genealogy, 
left fo on purpofe, in his Judgment, to hinder Men 
from prying too narrowly iito things of that Nature. 
However, we are jure Gods Word muft be true, and 
Truth is alsvays confonant to its telf, and how it is fo in 
the prefent Cafe, as to the chief difheulry therein, we 
fhal] now examine. Eu/zbixs teems, in our Judgment, 
to give as clear a Solution ofit, as any other. He has 
it out of Apbricanus, as that Hiltoian from lome 
Chriftian Fews, who were of the Kindred of our Sa- 
viour. The fumm is this: “St. Matthew tays, Faceb 
“begat Fofeph, St. Luge, that he was the Son of Hels, 
“(not that Heli begat him:) St. Matthew deduces che 
“Tine from David by Solomon, St. Luke by Nathan, 
: farthan trom S'alomon begat Facob, chen died, and Afel- 
“chi from Natoan, of the fame Tribe, but another 
‘Race, being marry’d tothe fame Woman, begat He- 
> So that Aedi and $acob were Brothers by the Mo- 


“rsers fide: Heli dying without Children, Facod ace 
“cordirig co the Law, marry’d his Wife, and ot her 
“had Faleph, his own Son by Nature, but Heli by Law: 
“Thus was Foleo Soa to both So tac Aphricanus, 
and Eufebias out of him. Bue tc maft be acknow- 
leda’d, this way of solution is pref’d with confiderable 
dificulties: The chief of which, snd which is pro- 
noune’d unanfwerable by the Learned Spaneim, is, that 
according to Apbricanus, Melché 1s 1ecxon’d the imme- 
ciate Father of Eli, whereas Sc. Luke makes him his 
Great Grandfather. Bue notwithftaiaing this, Voffius 
is till firm: for the forecited Opinion, and aniwers at- 
ter his way : [( Certiffimum nobis eft | “We are muff cer- 
“train, that in che old Copies there were three Per- 
“fons left out by Se. Luke in thus Genealogy, Matrhat 
“and Levibetween Melcoi and Eli, and Caiman; which 
he thinks more probable, becaule Ireneus reckous not 
75 Generations, bur 72 only trom Adam to our Savi- 
our. — And indeed, had there not been fomeching 
in't, ‘tis not very eafie to conceive, how ‘twas poflible 
both jor Aphricaaus, and Eujebius, who were Men of 
Juilgment; nay, we may add St. Axjtintoo, and feve- 
ral other Fachers, to be guilty of fo foul a b/under, as 
to miftake a Man’s Great Grandfather for his Father, 
ina Genealogy which they had before ‘em, and which 
they read ailo every day- But whate're becomes of 
thole rwo, we can’c think Cainan was omitted in Ire- 
neous his Copy, becaule they then hardly ufed any bue 
the LXX, tor the Old feftament: And its known by 
all, that this Name is there, cho’ not in the Hebrew, 
( of which moge another time) and therefore, if there 
were three Names fewer in cheir Copies, than ours, 
whate’re beco:nes of the two in che Quettion, the third 
muft be look’d for formewhere elle than in Cuainan. 
And this wou'd remove all the difficalry, but as we 
have formerly declar’d, we are not for invalidating the 


——— 


credit of our prefent Copies, nor granting any miftake 
in em without an abtfolute neceflity ——-Wahy fthou'd 
we not therefore rather think Aphricanus, or at leaft 
Eufebius, or their Tranfcribers, here miftaken; then ad- 
mit the Interpolation of two Names in our prefent Co- 
pies? Let's fuppofe but this, and that they wrote Afel- 
chi by a miltake, inftead of Matthan, who was the re. 
al Father of Heli, and the cafe is jult the fame, and all 
the difficulty vanifhes, the Hypothefis ftill holding good 
in one as well as the other; nor can we find any Ob- 
jection that’s of weight againft ic: ’Tis true, Grotius 
( who fuppofes Aphricanus more miftaken than we do, 
tho’ he alfo thinks there’s fomething in what he advan- 
ces) is of Opinion, that it can't hold, becayife the Law 
of raifing up Seed to the Brother, by the Brothers Marri- 
age, or in his defaule, by the next of kin, does nor 
relate to uterme Brethren, ( of the fame Mother only ) 
but to thofe ofthe fame Name and Family buc 
it may beanfwer'd, the Family of Dsvid was then re- 
duc'd toa fall number, as well as a meaner Fortune, 
and there might not be very great choice among them, 
nor any nearer Relation, on which account the neareft 
Kinj/man tuifill'd the Law ; or perhaps if there were 
nearer, as in the Cafe of Boaz, they might refufeto do 
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_ Now tothe Querifts difficulty. —~ Our Saviour be- 
Ing not the real Son of Jofeph, how comes Fofephs Ge- 
nealogy, not Afzry’s, to be here recorded? Some think 
twas not the Cuftom of the Jews for Women to have 
their diftinét Genealogies, but were reckon’d from 
their Parents, and that Eli was Mary's Father, tho’ o- 
thers fay one Fehoizkim, which yet fome think the 
fame with Eliakim, and that with Eli, only a contra- 
Ction of it, as Epspbras for Epspbrodicus, and a thou- 
land others, and that St. Luke records Mury’s Genealogy, 
St. Matthew Fafephs : Burwe think this more ftrain’d than 
the other, and therefore ftick to our firft Solution, 
and add as to the prefent Queftion, that he was Fofepbs 
Son by Law, he was his Son alfo, no doubt, by Adop- 
tion, and therefore is fo reckon'd: Bur befides, in Fo- 
febp’s Genealogy, Mary's allo miy_ be coatain’d, hay we 
are fure fome of it is, and accordingly our Saviours re- 
al defcent from David. j 

Queft. 2. Do the Scriprures teach that the Sufferings of 
Chrift were greater thin the Punifhments due to the Ele ? 

Anjw, They teach, or at leaft unan{werably imply, 
that ‘tis poffile for fome to be deftroy’d, to perifh, Sec for 
whom Chrift dyed : See Rom. 14.15. Deftroy not him with 
thy meat for whom Chrift dyed-: Nor does the Holy Scrip- 
ture ule to give {uch folemn Direfions, where there’s no 
need ; nay, where there’s an impoffibility of the Evils 
falling out, which is caution’d again{t, which is yet more 
pofitively expreffed ( tho’ in the form of an Interrogati- 
on ) in 1 Gor. 8.11. And thro’ thy knowledge foall thy weak 
Brother perifh, for wor Chrift dy. 

Quelt. 3. Does the Scripture affign ary other End to the 
Sufferings of Chrift, as purchafed by them, befides the Sale 
vation of the Eleét ? 

Anjw. It affigns other Ends befides the z4ual Salvatie 
on of thofe who fhall be faved, as is plain from the 
Scriptures before quoted — We add, thofe Ends are, the 
attoning {o tar for the fins of a Munkind, as to make 
"em ina falvabie Condition, or to repair the ruines which 
were made by the firft Adam, which we think is plain 
from Rom. 5. 12, 18, &c. 

Queft. 4. Whar is that Faith which is required in the 
Scripture as 4 Duty, and without which it fays there is no 
Salvation ? 

Anfw. A fteddy Belief of all that God revels, efpe- 
cially the Gojpel — particularly therein, chat Fe/us is 
the Meffiah, or Saviour ot the orld, and that he'll [we 
the 


me if L depend upon him, and obey his Commands : By 
which it appears chat Afjurance is aot of the Effence of 
it, as we have formerly proved. 


Quelt. 5. Do the Scriptures teach, that Men to whom the 
Gojpel is Preached can attain to that Faith by ong 
of Natural Abilities, without the affiftance of {pectal Grace: 

Anjw. No: They no where athem any fuch ching 5 
but chey affirm, either in Zerms, or by unavoidable Con- 
fequence, that every Man under the Gofel, to whom it 
is Preached, has to much Grace given him, that if he 
improves it, ‘twill certainly ac lalt make him perfect in 
Glory; aud if he does not thus improve it, tis his own 
fault, wheoce ‘tis plain that he may do it, tho* {till noe 
by his own firength, but the afifrance ot Heaven, which 
never leaves Men, ‘cill chey have firft lefe it. 


Queft. 6. Does not the Scripture command {uch things as 
M n by the Power of Natural Abilities may perform, which 
in their Nature have a tendency to produce Faith, and which 
the Spirit of God ordinarily bleffeth to that End ? ; 

Anjw. A Man can do no action properly and perfect- 
ly acceptable to God_by his own Natural Abilities, ab- 
(rracted trom the afliflance Of God's Spirit — But by his 
common afiftance he may Pray, abftain from fia, and 
feveral otlier good Aétsons, which if he continues in, 
he’}! have fill more aid, and go on to perfection. 


Quelt. 7. If Men are not guilty of Self-deStrudlion, or great 
Sin and Folly, who Contemn or Omit the Uje of the Means 
which che Spirit of God ufually makes Effectual to Salvation, 
becaufe they are not certain they fhall be fo to them? 

Ar(w. This proceeds on a falfe Suppofition — 1f they 
ufe Afeans, they fhall be undoubtedly effectual. ' 

Quelt. 8. What way did the feven thin Ears of Corn ap- 
pear Lo devour the thick or full Ears ia Pharaoh s Dream ? 
Anjo. We fuppoie, by approaching to em, and taking 
‘em within themlelves, as one Shesf or beap of Corn may 
be Joje in another. 


Quelt. 9. What's the meaning of that place in the Re- 
velations, Bleffed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his 
j its. : 
per There's {carce any one that does not take in 
this meaning, Garments, ter the Righteoufnets of Chrift, 
without which we are naked indeed; and watching 
has relation toa Chriftian Warfare, waich requiies us 
always to ttand upon our Guard, but the occaiion of 
the Expreffion perhaps is borrow’d from a reget 

moog the Jews ; there was a certain Officer that oo 
atter the Watchmea at Nights, and if he fouad any 
of them afleep, he beat ’em, and itrip’d ’em naked, tor 


their Punifhment. 


Yielt. 10, [have been a Trader for many years, in which 
time the Goods I deal in being 4 Forreign Commodity, bave 
been at various Prizes 5 fometimes Ihave bought Goods, and 
gain'd by them moderately, and I have at feveral other times 
boughe of the (ame fort of Goods, and by means of great og 
tities thereof coming to England bave lojt confiderably by 
them ; but tis my bad at this time 10 bave a confider able 
quantity of the {aid Goods by me, of which there is mone in 
Easland but what Ihave, and am fatisfyd that none of er 
lame kind can arrive here for a confiderable time, wy y 
I've an opportunity to get my Price for them. pis SP meg 
thus, 1 defire your Opinson whether I may va 2 oni on 
(cience frrain up the Price of thefe ous 2 big bod 4 7 
confidering my former Lofjes in the fume oods, a jb a i 
may never have {uch another opportunity of excoabe -' . 

An(w. Firft, We chink there may be Ania Ati- 
tude in che prefent Cale, as to any Commo ity ag 
ceffary to the Life of Man, than in Corn or = ike, 
without which the Poor can’t live. Again, if the Poor 
fhou'd have abfolute need of any of thole Goods, they 
ought not we think to pay fo dear for em as i 
who have ’em only for their Convenience or Plealure. 
Further, thole Goods never ought to be rais‘d to hg 
travagant Price beyond all Confcience and Reajon; as tup- 


pofe a Guinea fhould be demanded tor what was not | 


befere ‘worth a Shilling: After thefe Guards, we think 
there's no doubt but the Tradefman may jultly raile the 
Price of his Goods on this occafion, fo as to repair his 
former Lofles, if he does not exceed the former Limj. 
tations, tho’ the juft Degree or Price we can’t determine, 


Queft. 11. Why is the firft of Auguft call'd Lammas-day, 
above all days of the Tear ? 3 

Anfw. At that time the Popith Priefls began to 
make Maffes, that the Lambs and Sheep might not dye 
all that Seafon by the Cold after Sheering, therefore 
it Was called Lamb-ma(s-day. 


m In next Tuefday’s Mercury will be 
given. an Account of a very In- 
genious Project newly found out 
for the Ladies Entertainment thefe 
Winter Evenings, which fhould 
have been here Inferted, if we 
had had room. 


Arberttfements, 


To Morrow will be Publithed 


oF $ ge Compleat Library, or News for the Ingenious, 

containing an Hiftorical Account of the choice? 
Books newly printed in England and in the Forreign 
ogee as al(o the State of Learning in the World. To 
¢ Publifhed Monthly. This for NCVEMBER. Print- 
ed for John Duntonat the Raven in the Poultrey ; of whom 
is to be had The Complegt Library for MAY, JUNE, 7ULY, 
AUGUST, SEPTEMBER. OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, 
being the firft feven that were cver Publithed, and 
Compleat the Firft Volume: To which is added two 
Alphabetical Tables. The Compleat Libtary for DECEM- 
BER 13 now in the Prefs, 


CF He Fourth Edition of the New Maz 

tyrology or Bloody Ajfizes, &c. Con- 
taining feveral Specches, Letters, Elegies, end 
New Difcovcries, ( fent out of the WEST ) 
he're Printed before : Printed for Fokn Dus- 
ton atthe Ravez in the Poulzrey, 


He Works of that Eminent Servant of CHRIST, 
My. Fobn Bunyan, late Minifter of the Golpel, and 
Paftor of the Congregation at Bedfird. The Firft Vo- 
lume. Containing Ten of his Excellent Manufc Ipts, 
prepared for the Prefs before his Death, never beiore 
Printed, and Ten of his Choice Books formerly print- 
ed, Viz. Manufcripts. An Expofition on the Ten firtt 
Chapters of Genefis. Juftitication by Imputed Righte- 
oufnefs. Paul's Departue and Crown. Ijrael’s Hepe 
encouraged. The Defires of the Righreous granted. 
The Saints Priviledge and Profit. Chrift a Compleat 
Saviour in his Interceffion. The Untearchable Riches 
of Chrift. The Honfe of the Forreft of Libanom A 
Defcription of Antichrift and his Ruine. Buoks formerly 
Printed. Saved by Grace. A Map of Salvation and 
Damnation. Chriftian Behaviour. Pray with the Spi- 
rit, and Underftanding. The Strait Gate. Some Go- 
{pel Truths opened. Light for them in Daiknefst In- 
ftruétion for the Ignorant. The Holy City. New Feru- 
falem. The RefurreGion of the Dead. ColleGed and 
Printed by the procurement of his Church and Friends, 
and by his own Approbation before hés Death: That 
thefe his Chriftian Minifterial Labours may be preferved 
inthe World. Together witha large Alphabetical Ta- 
ble, containing the Contents of the whole. Folio. Price 
bound 14.5. 
Printed for Will, Marfbill at the Bible in Newgate-flrect. 


LO ND ON, Printed for Foun Zounfon ac the Raver in the Poultrey, 1692. 


